
Minutes approved by the Board of Education. 
 

Wichita BOE Meeting Minutes May 4, 2020     Page 1 of 7 

Board of Education Minutes 
Wichita Public Schools · USD 259 

Wichita, Kansas 
May 4, 2020 

 
Roll Call The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 259, Sedgwick 

County, Kansas, met in regular session in the School Service Center 
Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic, Wichita, Kansas, at approximately 
12:08 p.m., on May 4, 2020, with President Sheril Logan presiding. 
The meeting started a few minutes late due to teleconference issues. 

Present: Ben Blankley, Julie Hedrick*, Ernestine Krehbiel*, Sheril 
Logan, Stan Reeser, Mike Rodee, and Ron Rosales*. 

*Participating by conference call. 
Historical Background On March 17, 2020, Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly issued Executive Order 

#20-07. Gov. Kelly ordered that “all K-12 school buildings or facilities – 
whether public or private – used for student instruction are to close and 
cease in-person instruction until May 29, 2020.” Previously, the 
Governor released Executive Order #20-04, which limits public 
gatherings to no more than 10 people as a public safety measure 
during the nation’s Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Thus, the 
public and news media are not permitted to attend this BOE meeting or 
other BOE meetings during the Executive Order period. 

  
Moment of Silence/Pledge 
of Allegiance 

The business portion of the meeting opened with a moment of silence 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Comments by Board 
President Sheril Logan 

President Sheril Logan said the Board will be conducting a regularly 
scheduled meeting of the Board of Education. Official business will be 
conducted during this meeting. COVID-19 and the Governor’s shelter-
in-place order mandate that, as with the last meeting of the Board 
Education, today’s meeting will be conducted in an unusual manner. 
No members of the public are present at this meeting because of the 
Governor’s orders for all citizens in Kansas to shelter in place and that 
no more than 10 people can gather in one place.  

It is important to the Wichita Public Schools Board of Education that, in 
spite of the fact that the public is not present, we conduct this meeting 
in compliance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act. In this regard, this 
meeting is available to be viewed by the public in the following ways:  

1. The Board meeting will be shared live via WPS-TV on Cox Cable 
Channel 20, on the district’s website at 
www.usd259.org/wpstvonline, or by searching “WPS-TV” on the 
livestream app for phone, Roku and Apple TV;  

2. Following the conclusion of today’s meeting, this meeting will be 
available on the Wichita Public Schools YouTube channel; and  

3. It will also be rebroadcast on WPS-TV Cox Cable Channel 20, 
and online at WPS-TV 10 times per week. The rebroadcast 
schedule is available on the web site, www.usd259.org/boe. 

In summary, President Logan said that during the time that shelter-in-
place orders remain in effect, the Board intends to conduct its 
meetings in compliance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act and in a 
way that protects the safety and health of the public, staff, and Board 
members. 

  

http://www.usd259.org/wpstvonline
http://www.usd259.org/boe
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Reports 
Appendix 0 

Good News 

Scholarship Recognitions: Class of 2020. 
Assistant Superintendent Gil Alvarez congratulated the 2,550 seniors 
who will graduate as part of the Class of 2020. To date, 552 students 
have received scholarship offers, with the total amount of offers 
estimated at nearly $21.4 million. Mr. Alvarez recognized each scholar. 
A listing of Class of 2020 scholars is included in the Appendix. 

Recess At approximately 12:25 p.m., Board President Sheril Logan requested 
a brief recess to address teleconferencing issues. 

Reconvene At approximately 12:30 p.m., Board President Sheril Logan 
reconvened the meeting. 

Reports: Good News 
(Continued) 

2019-20 Challenge Awards from the Confidence in Kansas Public 
Education Task Force. 
The Challenge Awards recognize schools for outstanding achievement 
and uncommon accomplishment based on Kansas math and reading 
assessment results and other qualifying factors. This includes the 
sample size, ethnicity, and social-economic status of students taking 
the test. The district’s Challenge Award winners are Allison Traditional 
Magnet, Horace Mann Dual Language Magnet, Jardine Technology 
Magnet, Mayberry Cultural and Fine Arts Magnet School, McLean 
Science/Technology Magnet, and Robinson Middle School. The 
following Kansas State Board of Education members participated in 
Challenge Award recognition activities: Kathy Busch, District 8;  
Jim McNiece, District 10; and Ben Jones, District 7. 

Education  
Continuous Learning Plan 
Update 

On March 30, 2020, the Board approved the Wichita Public Schools’ 
Waiver Application Packet, including the Continuous Learning Plan, for 
submission to the Kansas State Department of Education. The district 
has implemented the district-wide Continuous Learning Plan to provide 
all students access to evidenced-based resources, guidance, and 
feedback to instruction during the closing of schools. Today’s 
presentation was an update on the Continuous Learning Plan. 

Superintendent Alicia Thompson shared highlights of the statement 
that she shared with all employees on May 1st regarding commitments 
that are grounded in the Board’s Every Student Future Ready strategic 
plan: 

1. The district is committed to providing quality continuous learning 
opportunities for WPS students during this period of uncertainty, 
which includes excellence in academic, social-emotional support 
and student nutrition, and 

2. The district is committed to the safety and well-being of all district 
employees. 

School buildings and administrative centers will remain closed to 
general visitor traffic through May 31, and the Continuous Learning 
Plan remains in effect through the end of the school year. All 
employees will continue to work at the direction of their supervisor. 
Buildings are scheduling the shutdown of the 2019-20 school year, 
including textbook check-in and classroom cleanout. The district will 
continue to monitor state and county public health guidance to direct 
Phase 2 short-term re-opening plans for summer 2020, which the 
district is planning to communicate soon. 

Continued on next page >>               
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Continuous Learning Plan 
Update (Continued) 

Between now and the end of May, district educators and support staff 
will provide high-quality learning initiatives for students. Teachers will 
continue to reach out regularly to students and families, utilizing online 
learning resources, reviewing lessons in the packets mailed to homes, 
and making phone calls to students and parents.  

The district’s final continuous learning booklet will be mailed out next 
week. The district created a social media series called WPS Tools of 
Engagement. Exemplary teachers are sharing with families and other 
teachers some of the great ways to enhance communication and 
learning between home and families.  

In May, the district will administer the FastBridge Learning screening 
assessment to students in order to monitor student learning. The 
district will be able to provide some targeted learning this summer. 
FastBridge results and summer learning will help staff understand 
students’ learning gaps and prepare for instruction in 2020-21. 

To support nutrition for students, the district will continue meal 
distribution for the remaining three weeks of the school year. To 
support learning for staff, the district will continue to offer professional 
learning opportunities. To support learning for families, the district will 
continue to offer digital literacy workshops via Microsoft Teams, and to 
provide regular content updates on the WPS Learn web site so 
families can access these resources easily. 

The district will continue to focus on how best to engage, educate, and 
support students and staff during preparations for Phase 2 of the 
Continuous Learning Plan, and Phase 3, the long-term reopening 
strategy that will prepare the district to reopen this fall. 

Superintendent Thompson said that in her nearly three decades as an 
educator, she had never experienced anything that rivals the 
disruption and uncertainty that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought to 
public education – and to the U.S. 

This presentation was for the Board’s information. 
  
Finance  
Budget Report Chief Financial Officer Susan Willis and Budget Director Addi Lowell 

updated the Board on the closing of the 2019-20 fiscal year ending 
June 30 and planning for 2020-21. The COVID-19 pandemic’s impact 
on state revenue is significant. Due to anticipated declines in retail 
sales tax and individual/corporate income tax revenue, the state is 
facing a potential loss of $1.3 billion by June 30, 2021. This could 
result in an 8.1% budget shortfall for the state’s 2020-21 budget. K-12 
education aid is 52% of the state’s general fund budget expenditures. 

The Wichita Public Schools receives its funding from three primary 
sources: 73.1% from the State of Kansas, 15.4% from local sources, 
and 11.5% from the federal government. The district spends 87% of its 
operating budget to support students. Salaries and benefits account 
for 74.5% of the district’s budget. Over 64% of the budget is restricted 
to specific uses such as Special Education, at-risk services, nutrition 
services, bond and interest, and capital outlay. 

Continued on next page >> 
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Budget Report 
(Continued) 

In Kansas, the state budget must balance; the state cannot run a 
deficit in its general fund. The Legislature can decrease spending, 
increase taxes, or make transfers between funds, such as the highway 
fund, to bridge budget gaps. The Governor can also make allotments, 
or budget cuts. Allotments can include targeted spending reductions 
for a zero balance, across-the-board reductions for a $100 million 
ending balance, and delay of spending or state aid payments.  

As the 2019-20 budget year closes, the district has adapted to the 
financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic by: 

1. Putting a hold on non-essential spending; 
2. Focusing spending on the districts’ Continuous Learning Plan 

mandated by the Kansas State Department of Education; 
3. Recruiting for hard-to-fill positions only; and 
4. Capturing utility and other budget savings for use in 2020-21. 

Academic year planning will determine critical financial needs for 
2020-21. Budget staff will work with all divisions on plans for three 
scenarios:  

1. Receive anticipated new money; 
2. Receive no new money, but at least as much as in 2019-20; or 
3. Receive a funding cut, from 5% to 15%. 

The district is developing plans for one-time federal CARES stimulus 
funds of $17.3 million and other federal support that may be provided. 
Budget staff is reviewing contracts and purchase orders to determine 
critical necessity and options to cancel. 

In summary, budget planning is more challenging as the district works 
on plans for what school looks like in fall 2020. The loss of sales tax 
and income tax revenues at the state level could result in cuts to K-12 
education, but no cuts have been announced yet. The district will work 
on several “what if” scenarios to prepare for the possible funding loss. 
Recruiting and spending in preparation for the 2020-21 school year are 
being impacted by both funding uncertainty and operational 
uncertainty. 

This item provided an opportunity for the Board’s information and 
discussion. The complete presentation is included in the archival 
versions of this BOE Agenda and Minutes. 

  
Consent: Disposal of 
Routine Business 

Mr. Blankley (Ms. Hedrick) moved the Board of Education approve the 
following items of routine business. 

The motion passed 5-1. 

Yeas: Ben Blankley, Julie Hedrick, Sheril Logan, Stan Reeser, and 
Ron Rosales*. 

Nay: Mike Rodee. 

Not voting due to momentary telephone issue: Ernestine Krehbiel. 
Human Resources Report 

Appendix 1 
Board approval. 

BOE Meeting Minutes  
for April 20, 2020 

Appendix 2 

Board approval. 
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Membership Dues: Kansas 
Association of School Boards 
and Council of Great City 
Schools 

Approve annual memberships in Kansas Association of School Boards 
(KASB) and Council of Great City Schools in the following amounts: 
KASB dues, $25,700; and Council of Great City Schools dues, 
$40,383. 

Annual memberships in Kansas Association of School Boards (KASB) 
and Council of Great City Schools are due by June 30th for the fiscal 
year July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. 

Price-Harris Elementary: 
FEMA Shelter Doors 

Authorize an amount not to exceed $131,256 with Reconstruction 
Services to perform necessary retrofitting on the FEMA shelter doors 
at Price-Harris Elementary.  

Workers Compensation 
Settlement: S.R. 

Approve this agreed upon award for S.R.’s work injuries from 2016 
and 2018 in the total amount of $35,000. 

 Board member Stan Reeser left the table at approximately 1:29 p.m. 
and returned at approximately 1:32 p.m. 

  
Policy  
Resolution 2020-07: 
Suspending BOE Policy 1806 
– Report to Parents  
on Pupil Progress 

Appendix 3 

Resolution 2020-07 states that end-of-year report card mailing 
requirements, which are contained in BOE Policy 1806 – Report to 
Parents on Pupil Progress, administratively updated in November 
2013, be suspended for the 2019-20 school year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Report cards will be available online for parents and 
guardians to view and print. 

BOE Policy 1806 is provided for reference in Appendix 3a. The policy 
is not being revised. Resolution 2020-07 will temporarily suspend the 
end-of-year report card mailing requirements for middle schools in AIP 
17 and high schools in AIP 25.  

Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board adopt Resolution 2020-07 
– Report to Parents on Pupil Progress as provided in Appendix 3b. 
Report cards will be available to parents and guardians online. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
  
Operations  
2020-21 Kansas Association 
of School Boards (KASB) 
Appointments 

As provided in BOE Policy 0300 – Board Officers, the Board approves 
appointments to KASB Committees as required by that organization.  

Mr. Blankley (Ms. Logan) moved the Board appoint Board member 
Ernestine Krehbiel to the KASB Legislative Committee and Board 
member Julie Hedrick to the KASB Nominating Committee. 

The motion passed 7-0. 

The Legislative Committee will meet on August 29th and November 7th. 
The Nominating Committee will meet on September 12th. This 
committee organizes the nominating process for the KASB election, 
which will be held at the KASB Conference in Overland Park on 
December 4-6, 2020. 

This item also provided an opportunity for the Board to discuss any 
2021 Legislative Committee issues. Board member Ben Blankley 
suggested that the KASB Legislative Committee support the 
maintenance of the state’s Special Education funding obligation in 
order to protect districts’ more vulnerable students.  
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Miscellaneous  
Superintendent’s Report Superintendent Thompson:  

• Honored Teacher Appreciation Week, May 4-8, and thanked 
the district’s 4,000+ teachers for their efforts. 

• Recognized parents for their new roll of teacher and learning 
coach during this period in which schools are closed. 

• Thanked Chief Human Resources Officer Shannon Krysl, who 
will be retiring at the end of July. 

• Announced that Sean Hudspeth will begin his orientation as 
the new Chief Human Resources Officer next week. Mr. 
Hudspeth comes from Davis Moore Auto Group, where he has 
served as the Chief Human Resources Officer. He is the 
president of the Kansas Society of Human Resources 
Managers and a volunteer in USD 259’s DreamKeepers 
middle school career exploration project. 

Board of Education 
Reports/Requests 

Ben Blankley: 
• Thanked parents for their work in helping educate their 

children during the school closings, noting there are two 
weeks left in the formal school year.  

• Said the Wichita Public Library began its summer reading 
program on May 1st with an online program that encourages 
adults to read to children every day. 

Julie Hedrick: 
• Thanked teachers and parents for their efforts to educate 

students. 

Ernestine Krehbiel: 
• Said the district is very grateful for teachers. During its 150th 

anniversary year, the district has made a rapid transition to the 
Continuous Learning Plan. 

Ron Rosales: 
• Noted the Facilities staff have returned to work this week and 

wished everyone well. 
New Business None submitted. 
Executive Session #1: 
Attorney-Client Matters 

At approximately 1:45 p.m., Mr. Rodee (Mr. Reeser) moved the Board 
recess into an executive session for purposes of consulting with the 
Board’s attorney to discuss a matter involving pending litigation and a 
related matter pending before an administrative agency. Both matters 
are deemed privileged under the attorney-client relationship under the 
Kansas Open Meetings Act, and the open meeting will resume at 2:10 
p.m. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Reconvene Meeting At approximately 2:10 p.m., Board President Logan reconvened the 

meeting. 
Executive Session #2: 
Personnel Matters 

At approximately 2:10 p.m., Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the 
Board recess into an executive session to discuss related affairs 
involving an Administrator and a certified employee, that fall under 
the  non-elected personnel exception of the Kansas Open Meetings 
Act, and the open meeting will resume at 2:45 p.m. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Reconvene Meeting At approximately 2:45 p.m., Board President Logan reconvened the 

meeting. 
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Announcement of time and 
location for BOE Meeting on 
May 18, 2020 

Board President Sheril Logan announced that the Board meeting 
scheduled for May 18, 2020 will be held at noon in the School Service 
Center Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic. 

  
Adjournment Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the meeting adjourn. 

The motion passed 7-0. 

At approximately 2:47 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
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